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The Cleveland Museum of Art Kicks Off its 2004-05 VIVA! Festival of 


Performing Arts with Award-winning Flamenco Singer 
Rising Flamenco Singer, Rafael de Utrera and Company Makes Ohio Debut on Oct. 1 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 9, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) opens its acclaimed VIVA! Festival of 
Performing Arts with a performance by rising flamenco star Rafael de Utrera and Company on Friday, Oct. 1, 
2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

Admission to the performance is $28 and $25; $25 and $22 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Rafael de Utrera is one of the most accessible, versatile and authentic flamenco cantaors to come to these 
shores in years. His company will include Emilio Maya and Jose Manuel Leon on guitar, Katumba on percussion 
and Rafael de Carmen and Carmen Maria Moreno Martin as featured dancers. 

Thirty-two year old Utrera is one of the most accomplished singers of his generation. Growing up in the 
town of Utrera, near Sevilla, he absorbed flamenco firsthand at the popular pefia (flamenco club) owned by his 
father. By the age of 10, he was already performing all over Andalucia with a group of young singers that included 
his brother Juan Luis. However, Utrera had the raw talent and ambition to turn this avocation into a career, playing 
bigger and bigger tablaos (flamenco clubs) in Seville and Barcelona. Soon after, he came to the attention of well- 
known flamenco dancer Cristina Hoyos, who invited the young singer to tour the world with her company in 1997. 

From that point forward, he has worked with nearly every major flamenco star and toured extensively. 
He’s accompanied many great performers including renowned dancers Farraquito, Carmen Lozano, Joaquin Cortes 
and Eva Yerbabuena and guitar legends Tomatito and Paco de Lucia. 

Born in Seville, dancer Rafael de Carmen began dancing at the age of six at the Jose Galvan Academy 
and received instruction from such dance masters as Manual Maya, Manolete and Manolo Marin. His professional 
debut came only three years later performing in well-known tablaos. 

Carmen continued to perform in tablaos throughout Spain and his strong background in dance led him to 
choreograph several shows. By the age of 23, he was teaching in Seville, Madrid and Barcelona and soon received 
worldwide recognition as the main dancer of the Manuela Carrasco Company. 

The recipient of numerous awards, de Carmen has performed countless solo shows, shared the stage with 


some of Spain’s finest flamenco dancers and performers and has appeared on Spanish television. 
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Dancer Carmen Martin has been dancing since the age of six. Born into a culturally rich family, her father 
an artist and a sculptor and her mother a classical Indian dancer. She began taking dance lessons at the behest of 
her mother’s insistence who spent years researching the link between kathak (north India dance form) and 
flamenco. Historians often claim that kathak is the origin of flamenco when Indian gypsies migrated to Spain. 

Taught both forms of dance by her mother, Martin spent her vacations dancing six to eight hours a day 
with some of the greatest kathak dancers of her time including Indrani Rehman and Laxmi Priya. By the age of 14, 
she was chosen to participate in Rehman’s company and toured extensively throughout India and the Far East. 

She soon gravitated back to flamenco and began performing in the late 1990s. Her style is a combination 
of Spanish influences and her mother’s Indian heritage which add femininity and grace to the typical strong 


presence held by a flamenco dancer. 


Single Tickets Now Available 
Single tickets to the VIVA! Series are now available for individual concerts ranging from $22 to $40. 
Tickets may be ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org. Early 


reservations are strongly recommended. 


The next performance in the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be Beijing Opera: The Adventures 
of the Monkey King on Friday, Oct. 22, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. A breathtaking 
blend of acting, dancing, acrobatics and kung-fu style stage combat and live music, this dynamic 177-member 
troupe will perform in the Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are available for $40 and $35; $35 and $30 for CMA 
members by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by Northern Ohio Live and WKSU 89.7 FM. 

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes 
that a great nation deserves great art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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